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its the: series for 1959, to cence” Lits true purp: ga, Tran af emative decision 
i ia rade on this matter, the 1960 ) flights Would pre -comably be hewexived ag a 
ad DISCOVERY serics, Ti alternative courge © 


continuation of the publicly annouaced 

ie action might involve the identification forthwith within the bh -utary establisament 

£ the 1960 activity as a reconnzissance oo apse sepa: ate from the 
GISCOVERY scries, to be handled ia all respects af a normal Military project, 

_ and invoive ja due time a public announcement Me the true mission, This is 
primarily a foreign policy decision but it requires an estimate (2) of the feasibility. . 
=o maintaining security for a second year, and (b) of the impact on the original 
1959 CORONA program of a public z announcement concerning a 1960 series, cape 
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including development flight tes ting of hardware, development, and tes testing « of 5 ig 
‘procedures for the recovery of a satellite ‘payload after flight,“ the study of 
environmental, conditions. relevant, to human flight including measurement of . 
certain. types of radiation “encountered. at “pelatively | ‘tow’ “attitudes, teats of a 4 
“satellita, infra-red sensor as the prototype of an early warning device, and the 


exbreise of tracking atations and other elements of a new groucd environment, , 
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The official cover story states OF implics that achievement of these specific 
objectives will contribute to the broad purposes of bringing a number of. Military 


subsystems closer to operational status, of the achievernent of man-in-space 
flieht, and more generally contributing importantly to the ab-:tity of the Military 
railigicenent to design and operas miggite and satellite systems. This 
cliicial cover story was carciuliy de ge and .s constantly “ting guppleriented 
ta en effort to satisfy two requirements: Kirst, that tac ope ations undertakea 
wriase the name of the DIscov SEY aerics sghouti not tarmac reg be Military 
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pa gubstuntial senle. Tt should be noted that ARPS os: anmrounto sororams if 

wnvelving tne usa of satellites for carly warning and co. snun.calion. and | i 
inva Se cay seninent of a ian? recoyeracle Shue vee ug con- | i 
A be i 

CLES wat aes Salense establishment is actively pur ing els tro 2% Pange if 

en Zz RY sories alletedly scr-:.. £ 

3, The ahbove-outlined officic! caver story hic . vam riots rredand i 

amplizied in one imvortant respect ir the technical prise. Ikwasc .ckly if 


ecognized when the DISCOVERY series was announce i that it wou include 
ertain operations originally contemplated as part of the SENTRY ; roject. °" 
Fj Accordingly, it was widely speculated that the DISCOVERY series 5 atleast < 
* ies a Rere the research and developrnent. phase of SENTRY, thatis, that a major 
urpose of the DISC OVE RY series is development flight testing o: Lasic hard- 
ware {vehicles, guidance, recovery system, and ground environment) which | 
would ultimately be used for SENTRY. It would, perkizs, have been preferable - 
-.: if. this inference could have been avoided but it was in tact foreseen before the 
cg pwalic. announcement of DISCOVERY, that technical speculation ‘would ‘take this’ ee 
'” direction. Fortunately, there has be en little. speculation to. date. ts the “effect 
,. that the DSCOVERY eeries includes any operational flights ofa ‘reconnaissanc 
vehicle... Given. this development, : it, would “De altogether infeasible’ to >, deny. 
8s that: there as’ an. ‘element of truth in this ‘speculation, and, to attempt to. o's0 
would simply, call the whole CORONA cover “story, into qu seation. 
“cdrrent efforts are devoted to. emphasizing’ the’ specific ‘objectives of thet 
‘ DISCOVERY series a8. stated. in, the official ¢ cover stor y while freely admitting 
that , and development pment program will benéfit not ‘only*the™£".. 
@chievernent of apa ce fli and the development of early warning ly warning and cpmmunic: 


* tlons aa .teltites but also the developm. ent of the SENTRY reconnaissance ‘system,’ 
which has long been an officially aap and identif fied i Military program. ‘ ae 
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security of the present or extended CO... pro ram 3 not that 
Se) Ae conviged disclosure by properly witting indiv.d.c.s and taut is threat, 
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d2ager is vastly reduced, Itis believed that in the cage of f CORONA it" has 
pos sible to ‘date and will continue to be'possibl ‘to’ develop and sustain Cove: bony 
Stories of this. character {provided that administrative Obatacléa’da'not Jnteriere). : 
also believed,- “however, that to do so will Fequire if anything increased”: 
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JUSS et Che. tas any anncuaccment about the duration of the DIS Aararaiee 

ifirmative decision is sicce on the proposal in the referenced 

- a 1960 series, it would probably be oest either to say nothing 

“ig time aise the duration of the activity or to say frankly that the number 
“of DISCOVERY flights has not yet been finally determined, This cautious ‘fry " 

optimism, it must be, emphasized, is contingent upon continued more strenuous 

~ . efforts by all concerned both to avoid unauthorized disclosure and to support ‘o.2rey 
the cover stories, In particulay the maintenance of cover for CORONA (even eae 
through 1959} will ei the stern exercise of authority at all appropriate 
points ta discourage the kind of technical discussion in advisory committees: ¥. 
and in Military and civilian components that quickly events: the fact of a highly 
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series | ‘of flights with the CORONA ehicle {n'1960 and if concealment ‘of thé te 
“true purpose of this activity’ ‘ig beliaved desirable, the best course of action: 
might wall -be to embark on. this (program vita every intention’ of conducting it. 
‘ander’ tie Security with Which CORONA has ‘beer ‘surrounded but to ‘review the. 
security status of. the’ program in six months, If its cover has then ‘begun ton 
wear thin', it would probably be better ina carefully contrived manner to surface’ 
ita true purpose. Alternatively, if cover is holding up well, the original intent ©" 
can be adhered to. No attempt has been made here to comment on the importance ae 
ef eanceniment of the reconnaissance mission. If this is of low importance, 

io woll ¢2 decide at this poirt to surface the purpose of the 1960 prograna 
-gand ina manner which will best preserve one security ot CORONA in 
atthe othes extreme, the importance of concealing the missicn is so 
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4 witacd, fiiva it mest be said in all Loncasty thac thore ia a substantial risk 
i ot de Objective cantiot be achieved, 
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